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As George Washington once explained, no subject is more vital for students to master than “the science of government” because children are “the future guardians of the liberties of the country.”  This full-year course in American politics is designed to ensure that each student is well-prepared for this future responsibility.  The course demands that students encounter and evaluate a wide range of opinions related to American political institutions and contemporary public affairs.  Consequently the major expectation of this course is that each student will be well-equipped to both succeed on the Advanced Placement exam and to also become an exemplary citizen.  
The course is organized around nine large units related to the six major areas of emphasis outlined by the College Board.  These six areas of emphasis are:

· Constitutional Underpinnings of the United States

· Political Beliefs and Behaviors

· Political Parties, Interest Groups, and Mass Media

· Institutions of National Government

· Public Policy
· Civil Rights and Civil Liberties

Because this is a full-year course there are several topics relevant to the AP curriculum explored in greater depth than would typically be the case in a one-semester course.  These topics, which are explored within the context of the course’s nine units, include:

· The Evolution of the Political Campaign

· Political Polarization: Myth or Reality?

· Theory of Constitutional Interpretation

· Executive Leadership 
· Politics of States and Localities

Teaching Strategies
The course is very discussion oriented and involves regular written analysis of issues and readings pertinent to the course.  Students continuously debate, analyze, and interpret political data and issues, as the course features a student-centered classroom.  The course requires students to form their own opinions about complex political problems and enables them to defend their positions based on actual evidence.  Every unit concludes with a test modeled after the actual AP examination.  However, almost all of the activities described here are also graded assessments.  Examples of activities are included with every unit, but generally speaking teaching strategies include activities such as:

· Research papers evaluating the relationship between two or more groups of political actors (e.g. Congress and the President).
· Written and oral interpretation of data through graphs, charts, maps, polling statistics, etc.

· Group presentation and written evaluation of a current political campaign for state or federal office.
· Book reviews critiquing an author’s approach to issues pertinent to the course.
· Socratic seminar with teacher or guest speaker.
· PowerPoint presentations evaluating how political actors address a particular issue (e.g. how different American Presidents attempt to close the Authority-Responsibility Gap described by Richard Neustadt).
· Construction of chart showing how one political actor (e.g. state government, the media, the judiciary, etc.) can directly or indirectly impact all other major political actors in the American political system.

· Structured debate between individual students and groups on topics pertinent to the course.

· Essays analyzing and interpreting data relevant to American electoral politics or public policy.

· Simulations of Congress and/or the Virginia General Assembly in which students must develop their own legislative proposals and master the basic rules of debate.

· Written analysis of political party and campaign websites.  Emphasis is placed on how linkage institutions appeal to various demographic groups.

· Group project where students research and propose constitutional changes to the U.S. Constitution.

· Oral presentation evaluating paid media presented by campaigns and interest groups.

· Regular vocabulary quizzes on important terms from major readings.

· Numerous writing assignments involving analytical and interpretive free-response essays.  

Textbooks
Edwards, George C., Robert L. Lineberry, and Martin P. Wattenberg.  Government In America: People, Politics, and Policy.  New York: Longman.
Supplementary Reading

There are a number of primary sources that students read to illuminate a variety of important topics.  For example, students read excerpts from a number of U.S. Supreme Court opinions, as well as from government memoranda, executive orders, etc.  Students also read works from other contemporary scholars who can help them to better understand either theoretical issues or current political problems that illustrate concepts learned in the course.  The works assigned in the course do vary slightly each school year.  However, the following works are among those that students most frequently encounter.  The general topic of each reading is parenthetically indicated after the listing of each work:

Bishop, Bill and Robert Cushing.  The Big Sort.  Houghton Mifflin. (polarization, political parties, campaigns)

Breyer, Stephen.  Active Liberty.  Vintage Press. (constitutional interpretation; role of the judge)

Burn, James MacGregor.  Running Alone. Basic Books.  (Presidential leadership, bargaining between executive and Congress, party coalitions).

Dahl, Robert.  Who Governs. Yale University Press, 2nd edition.  (Pluralism, democratic theory)
Dash, Leon.  Rosa Lee’s Story.  The Washington Post (September 18-25, 1994).  (race relations, welfare reform, public policy and urban problems).

De Tocqueville, Alexis.  Democracy In America.  University of Chicago Press (reprint edition). (Civil Society, American political culture)

DiClerico, Robert and Allan Hammock.  Points of View: Readings in American Government and Politics.  McGraw Hill.  (Executive-Congress relations, PACs, interest groups)
Eilperin, Juliet.  Fight Club Politics.  Rowman & Littlefield Publishers.  (Contemporary U.S. Congress, role of congressional leadership, post-94 reforms, polarization, role of Rules Committee).

Goldberg, Bernard.  Bias.  Regnery Press.  (Media coverage, criticism of alleged left-wing bias)

Greenberg, Stanley.  Two Americas.  Thomas Dunne Books.  (demographics and political views, political socialization, polarization, contemporary campaign tactics)

Kelling, George L. and James Q. Wilson.  Broken Windows.  The Atlantic Monthly (March 1982).  (Crime and public policy)

Kluger, Richard.  Simple Justice.  First Vintage Books.  (Brown v. Board of Education, civil rights laws, racial discrimination and consequences)
Lipset, Seymour Martin.  American Exceptionalism: A Double-Edged Sword.  Norton & Company.  (Political socialization, American political culture, religion and political attitudes, race and political attitudes).

Neustadt, Richard.  Presidential Power and the Modern Presidents.  Free Press.  (Authority-Responsibility Gap, bargaining between executive and other political actors, the bureaucracy, use of formal powers, going public.

O’Brien, David, ed.  Judges on Judging.  CQ Press.  (judicial philosophy and constitutional interpretation).

Pearlstein, Rick.  Nixonland.  Scribner.  (party systems, critical elections, polarization)

Putnam, Robert.  Bowling Alone.  Simon & Schuster.  (social capital, civil society, political socialization).  

Rollins, Ed.  Bare Knuckles and Back Rooms.  Broadway Books.  (campaign tactics, election law, role of political consultants).

Scalia, Antonin.  A Matter of Interpretation.  Princeton University Press.  (Originalism, judicial interpretation)

Current Events
Students are required to keep abreast of current political events.  Articles and documents are provided by the school either via electronic database or through hardcopy.  On a regular basis students will read articles assigned from:
· The Washington Post

· The New York Times

· The Washington Times

· Other articles courtesy of realclearpolitics.com

· Academic articles courtesy of JSTOR and other databases

· Recently declassified government documents 

· Government documents available through the presidential libraries 

In addition, students will occasionally be required to watch political programs such as:

· PBS Newshour

· C-Span (Afterwords, Q&A, various debates, etc.)
Course Planner:

Unit One: American political culture and the election process (5 weeks)

Topics:

•
Anti-statism and the development of American political culture

•
Civil Society and modes of political participation

•
Political Socialization in the United States

•
Demography and partisan identification

•
Political Polarization

•
First-Past-The-Post and American elections

•
Regions and partisan identification

•
Urbanization and changing electoral patterns

•
Campaign objectives: What makes a campaign successful?

•
Gerrymandering and polarization of choice

•
Voting behavior: Why don’t Americans vote more frequently?

•
Election data and the interpretation of visual prompts

Readings:

Edwards, Chapter 6, 9-10

Greenberg, Chapters 5-7

David Von Drehle articles from The Washington Post

Excerpts from Tocqueville’s Democracy In America

Lipset, Introduction and Chapters 1-3

Putnam, Introduction and Chapter 1

Rollins, excerpt on Huffington campaign

Activities:

1)
Group Project: Adopt a current campaign for federal or state office.  Analysis and evaluate the campaign according to a variety of criteria (e.g. quality of paid media, issues matrix, fundraising).  Present findings orally to the class.

2)
Regional critique paper: Students identify key components of the electoral coalition for each party in six different regions.  Students are responsible for explaining why one party has an advantage over another in a given region and for assessing the validity of Greenberg’s voter typology.

3)
Case study: Students evaluate political consultant Ed Rollins account of the problems plaguing Michal Huffington’s 1994 U.S. Senate race.  In writing students evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the campaign.

4)
Students watch A Perfect Candidate documentary dealing with the Robb/North/Wilder/Coleman U.S. Senate race in Virginia in 1994.  Students devise PowerPoint presentations critiquing the goals of each campaign.

5)
Initiate student debate series on topics pertinent to unit on course (e.g. Is low voter turnout a problem?).  

Assessment:

A unit test combining multiple-choice questions with analytical and interpretive free-response questions similar to those on the actual AP examination.

Unit Two: Constitutional Foundations of the United States (3 weeks) 

Topics:
· What was wrong with the Articles of Confederation?

· What problems with the Articles did the new Constitution address?  How?

· Why a Bill of Rights?  Does it really keep us free?

· Separation of Powers, or, Separate branches competing for shared powers?

· Federalism

· What were the Anti-Federalists for?

· Core Concepts: Democratic theory, Pluralist theory, Elitist Theory, etc.

· Amending the Constitution

Readings:

Edwards, Chapter 2-3.  
The Federalist (students read various assigned essays, but special emphasis is placed on Federalist #10 and Federalist #51)

Dahl, Robert Who Governs
Activities:

1) Constitutional Convention in which students debate proposed changes to the current Constitution.  Each student must write a paper proposing and defending their proposals.
2) Written critique of selected readings from The Federalist.  Students must evaluate how successful the framers of the Constitution were in solving the problems that challenged the Articles government
3) Class debate on elite v. pluralist theory.

Assessments: 
A unit test combining multiple-choice questions with analytical and interpretive free-response questions similar to those on the actual AP examination.
Unit Three: Linkage Institutions (parties, media, interest groups) (3 weeks)

Topics:
· What does a political party do?

· What role do the national committees play vs. local party?

· Party in the electorate

· Party activists

· Party in government

· How political actors manipulate the media

· How media coverage changes the behavior of politicians

· Interest groups: What are the most powerful IGs?  Why are they so influential?

· Interest groups: What tactics do they use to influence other political actors? (e.g. paid media, lobbying, grassroots, PACs, endorsements, etc.)

· Role of PACs

· Role of 527s

· Basics of election law and proposed election reforms
Readings:
Edwards, Chapters 7-8, Chapter 11
Goldberg, excerpt on NY Times coverage
Excerpt on PACs from DiClerico reader

Activities:

1) Group Presentations: In groups student conduct PowerPoint presentations comparing and contrasting the methods employed by two different major interest groups (e.g. AARP, NRA, AFL-CIO, etc.).  Each class will hear presentations regarding about a dozen interest groups.

2) Electoral Reform paper: Students write a paper in which they argue on behalf of three electoral reforms of their own choice and also argue against three electoral reforms of their choice.

3) Media contrast study: Students compare and contrast how political stories are covered in two different media outlets (e.g. Fox New vs. CNN; Washington Post vs. Washington Times) and critique each news source for bias.

Assessments: 
Unit test combining multiple-choice questions with analytical and interpretive free-response questions similar to those on the actual AP examination.
Unit Four: The Congress (3.5 weeks)

Topics: 

· The legislative process

· Role of congressional leadership

· Differences between the House and Senate

· Purpose of Bicameralism

· Divided Government

· Theories of representation

· Role of different kinds of committees

· Gerrymandering

· Contemporary institutional reforms

· Incumbency and the role of political parties 

· Relations with the executive

· Relations with the bureaucracy

· Relations with the judiciary

· Relations with interest groups and other linkage institutions

Reading:

Edwards, Chapters 12, 14
Eilperin, Chapters 1-4
DiClerico reader on divided government and electoral reform

Activities:

1) Simulated committee hearings and floor debates. Students must write a paper advocating for a specific piece of legislation and explaining the motives of the political actor they are assigned.

2) Write a review of Fight Club Politics or comparable book related to contemporary Congress.

3) Class debate on Iowa plan for Gerrymandering.

Assessments:

Unit test combining multiple-choice questions with analytical and interpretive free-response questions similar to those on the actual AP examination.

Midterm Exam: Occurs shortly after the conclusion of the unit on Congress.  The Midterm is cumulative and is patterned after the actual AP examination.  As with all assessments patterned after the AP examination, the test features free-response questions that require students to analyze and interpret complex political issues.  These questions include some that require responding to visual prompts (tables, charts, graphs, maps, cartoons, etc.).  The test also features a substantial multiple-choice section similar to the kinds of objective questions that appear on the actual AP examination.
Unit Five: The President and the Executive Branch (4 weeks)
Topics:
· The Authority-Responsibility Gap
· Presidential approval ratings

· Formal powers of the presidency

· Informal bargaining techniques used by the president

· Role of White House staff

· Role of Cabinet

· Structure of executive branch

· How the president interacts with other branches of government and linkage institutions

· Presidential Character

· Benefits and inherent problems of bureaucracy

· How the bureaucracy influences and in turn is influenced by other political actors

· Role of independent executive agencies, regulatory agencies and government corporations

Reading:

Edwards, Chapters 13, 15

Excerpt from Burns on Carter/Clinton and failure to build party coalitions
Excerpts form Neustadt on presidential power

Activities:

1) A major group project in which students must critique the policies of a contemporary (post-1960) president.  Students must produce a paper in which they grade the president’s performance in various “chiefship” roles.  Each group must give a PowerPoint presentation discussing how each president used their formal and informal powers to close Neustadt’s Authority-Responsibility gap.

2) Class simulation in which “the president” is responsible for delegating solutions to various policy problems to aides representing a wide variety of executive branch agencies.

3) Students use their knowledge of history to explain patterns in presidential approval ratings.  Students must write essays in which they explain the factors that have the most bearing on how the public perceives president performance.

Assessments: 
Unit test combining multiple-choice questions with analytical and interpretive free-response questions similar to those on the actual AP examination.

Unit Six: The Judiciary, Civil Rights, and Civil Liberties (5 weeks)
Topics:
· The judicial selection process (at state and federal level)

· Structure and responsibilities of federal court system

· Distinction between civil and criminal law

· Distinction between trial and appellate courts

· History of judicial review

· Powers of the Supreme Court

· Significance of opinions, amicus briefs, oral argument, etc.

· Role of law clerks

· The case selection process

· Theories of interpretation (originalism, legal realism, etc.)

· Rational for major decisions related to constitutional issues
· Consequences of major U.S. Supreme Court decisions for public policy (Roe, Brown, Gideon, etc.)

· Special emphasis on the equal protection and due process clauses of 14th Amendment

· Major civil rights legislation and its consequences (e.g. 1964 Civil Rights Act, 1965 Voting Rights Act)

· Incorporation doctrine

· Major issues related to discrimination such as affirmative action and comparable worth (issues involving race, gender, age, disability status, sexual orientation, religion, etc.)

Readings:

Edwards, Chapters 4-5, Chapter 16
Excerpt from Breyer on his judicial philosophy

Excerpt from Scalia on his judicial philosophy

Kozinski essay from O’Brien reader

Numerous excerpts from various court cases

Activities:

1) Students must simulate a Supreme Court oral argument based on a prospective case that the court will hear that school year.  As part of this assignment each student must conduct extensive research and write their own brief or opinion, depending on their role.

2) Students must write a letter to their U.S. Senator lobbying on behalf of, or against, a current judicial nominee.  Students don’t have to mail the letter, but they are assessed according to the rationale they provide to the Senator (understanding of credential, impact of judicial interpretation, reputation for integrity, etc.)

3) Student debate series on 30 major U.S. Supreme Court cases.  Students must advance an argument consistent with a particular philosophy of interpretation.
4) Students write a paper in which they must take a stand on affirmative-action as a public policy.  Students are required to discuss in writing what they believe to be the most compelling policy reasons favoring and opposing race-based affirmative action.
Assessments: 
Unit test combining The Unit concludes with a multiple-choice and free-response essay test patterned after the actual AP Examination.

Unit Seven: Public Policy (3.5 weeks)

Topics:

· Decision-making process

· Policy implementation

· Economic policymaking

· In-depth focus on role of Federal Reserve Board

· Social welfare policy

· Environmental policy

· Health care policy

· National Security Policy

Readings:

Edwards, Chapters 17-20

Kelling and Wilson on “Broken Windows”

Various newspaper articles and opinion pieces dealing with current policy issues
Activities:

1) Written critique of 1996 Welfare Reform Act.  Students must discuss political motives and policy benefits (and problems) associated with the law.

2) Students do group presentations on the role of a particular regulatory agency in making policy.  Students are required to discuss concrete examples of how each agencies policies impact the economy
3) Paper evaluating the leadership of Alan Greenspan.  The paper requires students to both evaluate Fed monetary policy under Greenspan and also to discuss his influence on other political actors.

Assessments:

This unit concludes with an exam patterned after the actual AP examination.  Special emphasis is given to data interpretations and ability to respond to visual prompts (graphs, charts, etc.).

Unit Eight: State and Local Politics (3 weeks)
Topics:
· Geographic distribution of power in the United States

· Characteristics of a federal system

· Responsibilities shared by the federal and state governments

· Responsibilities exclusive to state government
· Dillon’s rule, home rule, and relationship between states and localities

· Federal mandates and state government

· Federal grants (categorical, block, etc.) and state government

· Evolution of federal/state relationship

· States as policy innovators

· State government and education policy

· State government and law enforcement policy

· Using Virginia government and politics as an exemplar of broader issues in state and local politics

Readings:

Edwards, Chapter 21 (also review portion of Chapter 3)
Osborne, excerpt on Clinton and Thornburgh governorships

Speech by former Virginia governor A. Linwood Holton (from 1999 UVA Center for Politics symposium on his governorship)

Activities:

1) Students devise chart comparing state/federal policy responsibilities.  Each student must write a critique that explains whether state governments need enhanced authority in particular policy areas.

2) Class debate: What caused crime to drop in New York City?  Each student must come to debate with written brief that includes an assessment of the actions of different public officials (Giuliani, Bratton, etc.) and an evaluation of the “broken windows” thesis.

3) Oral history project: Students interview a local elected official and evaluate their views on the role of state government.

Assessments:
Unit test combining multiple-choice questions with analytical and interpretive free-response questions similar to those on the actual AP examination.

Unit Ten: Post-AP Examination

Topics:
Topics vary widely in the roughly five weeks following the AP examination.  However, I have had students focus on issues such as:
· Virginia government

· Project related to June primary election

· Preview of federal election

· Special emphasis on public policy issues specific to Virginia

· Terrorism and public policy/foreign policy

· Contemporary political philosophy

Readings:

Readings for the last month of school vary tremendously depending on the topics I choose.  Typically the readings are not from a textbook.  Instead students make use of contemporary articles from political commentators and public officials.  Or, during years when I choose to emphasize political philosophy, students read scholarship from classical and contemporary political philosophers.

Activities and Assessments:

This is the one unit in which the culminating test is not structured after the AP Examination.  Instead the last month is typically devoted to in-depth projects such as those alluded to in the “Teaching Strategies” section.
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